
 

      OPEN GATES - AUGUST, 2025   
NEXT MEETING:  August 8, 2025 - DOORS OPEN 6:00 PM 

 

2025 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Jeffrey Loew 
Greetings Gates!  

I hope you are all having an amazing summer. It looks like our SoCal heat reprieve has 
come to an end and the hot days are shortly upon us. Make sure that you stay diligent 
with your watering! 
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Our speaker for August is Jorge Ochoa. He will be speaking on edible succulent 
landscaping.   

All my best,  

Jeffrey Loew 
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MONTHLY SPEAKER FOR AUGUST - Jorge Ochoa 

“Edible Succulent Landscaping” 

 Jorge Ochoa - Biography and Talk 
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AUGUST 2025  -  MINI-SHOW 

Cactus: North American Columnars 

Succulent: Lithops 

North American Columnars by Buck Hemenway  

The most iconic of all cacti are the columnar plants that inhabit the arid regions of 
sub-tropical North America.  From the giants such as Saguaro (Carnegia gigantean) 
and Cardon (Pachycereus pringlei), to the smaller genera such as Bergerocacus, 
Stenocereus, all of them exhibit the same general growth form.  Some, don’t have the 
strength to grow upright such as the Creeping Devil (Stenocereus eruca), but a casual 
examination of the plant will show that they all look very similar as far as growth habit. 

The two most common plants in the Sonoran Desert which takes up most of Arizona 
and the Northern Baja California peninsula are Saguaro and Cardon.  They are the 
giants of the North American deserts, growing to well over 60 feet tall and with many 
stems until they are monster plants weighing in the several tons. 
There are species of Bergerocactus and Stenocereus that grow on hillsides 
overlooking the Pacific Ocean in San Diego County and Western Baja and others that 
grow in central Baja where measurable rainfall is very light and summertime high 
temperatures can be extreme. 
In general, we find North American columnars very easy to grow in our inland valleys.  
Most will stand freezes to the mid-twenties and are happiest when our temperatures 
are at their highest in the summer.  The key to success is drainage and not 
overwatering.  Some of them come from regions that have summer or winter rainfall 
exclusively.  Some care should be taken to not overwater a Saguaro in the winter for 
example.  Others, such as Cardon experience summer and winter rainfall in habitat and 
are well adapted to life in an Inland Empire garden that gets water years around. 
They all tend to have large, showy flowers, mainly white and occurring in late spring 
throughout the summer. 
There is no better example of a cactus in a garden than a columnar plant from our own 
part of the world. 
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Lithops by Buck Hemenway 

“Living Stones” are among nature’s most interesting “mimicry” living things. Their 
survival depends on them looking like just another rock, so the grazing herds won’t see 
them and eat them. They survive in some of the harshest arid conditions on earth. The 
main populations of Lithops occur in northwestern South Africa and southwestern 
Namibia in an area known as Namaqualand. 

It is amazing to see them growing in quartzitic fields, no protection from other larger 
plants and getting rain for a 6-to-10-week period annually, if at all. Some populations 
are irrigated by fogs only. 
The genus Lithops is part of the Aizoaceae family of plants, which include all of the ice 
plants. 
They are among the most difficult of genera for us to keep alive in our collections. It 
seems like one watering at the wrong time will kill them outright. All of us have gone out 
to look at our collections and found rotting Lithops and sworn “NEVER AGAIN”, only to 
see one at the next sale and scoop it up. 
Here are a few tips on keeping Lithops alive. Knowing a little about what is happening 
with them is helpful. Most of them flower in the fall. That means anytime from 
September to January in our climate. After they flower, they enter a dormant period. 
Dormant in this case means that they quit taking moisture from the soil. During this 
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dormant period their systems are designed to grow new leaves, using the nutrients and 
liquid stored in the exiting leaves. They don’t need us then. 
When the old leaves are completely shriveled up to brown husks, sometime in April or 
so, that’s when they get thirsty. They will take water until they flower again, unless it 
gets really hot. When our daytime temperatures reach over 95 deg for an extended 
period, they go dormant again. 
Watering Lithops during either dormant period is very risky and will cause them to rot 
and die. 
They have beautiful daisy-like flowers which are either white or yellow. There are more 
or less 40 species with a large number of subspecies recognized by various groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Remember: You must be up-to-date on your membership dues to be 
eligible to compete in the monthly mini-show. See Elias prior to submitting 
your plants to ensure you are current on membership. 
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TENTATIVE 2025 CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS  

(MOST CURRENT) 

(Version# 4 - updated! - Subject to Change based on updates from the below clubs)  
   

 
AUG. 15 - 17: INTER-CITY SHOW AND SALE 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Fri. Sale only(no Show) 9am-6:30pm;  
Sat. & Sun. Show & Sale 9am-5pm 

Info. www.intercityshow.com or call 909-624-3227 
LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, CA 

(See flyer at end of newsletter) 
  

AUG. 29: HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS SUCCULENT SYMPOSIUM 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

9am-3pm 
Info. Reservations- www.huntington.org, Symposium-call 626-405-3504 

Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA 
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SEPT 13-14: MONTEREY BAY AREA CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY  
FALL SALE & SHOW 

Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm 
Info mbacsspresident@gmail.com or mbsucculent.org 

ISTW Portuguese Hall, 124 Atkinson Lane, Watsonville, CA 95076 
 

OCT. 5: LONG BEACH CACTUS CLUB ANNUAL AUCTION 
Sun. 1pm-3:30pm​  
Info. call 714-553-6914 

Women’s Club of Bellflower, 9402 Oak St., Bellflower, CA 
  

OCT. 12: CONEJO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SALE 
Sun. 9am-4pm​  

Info.   www.conejocss.com or conejocss@hotmail.com 
558 N. Ventu Park Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91320 

 
OCT. 25-26: PALOMAR CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SHOW & SALE 

San Diego Botanic Garden admission required 
Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-3pm​ Info. rwkopfstein@gmail.com 

San Diego Botanic Garden, Conservatory, 230 Quail Gardens Dr., Encinitas, CA 
 

 NOV. 7-9: HUNTINGTON FALL PLANT SALE 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 10am-5pm 
Info. Reservations- www.huntington.org, Sale call 626-405-3571 
Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA 

NOV. 22: LOS ANGELES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY  
HOLIDAY SALE & AUCTION 

Sun. 10am-4pm Collectors Live Auction 12pm​Info. www.lacactus.com 
One Generation,18255 Victory Blvd., Reseda, CA 
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ODDS AND ENDS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GATES CSS CONTACT LIST - 2025 
We welcome your comments, suggestions, or questions. You can reach out to any of the 
following board members by phone or send an email to gatescactusandsucculent@gmail.com  

President/ Newsletter Jeff Loew 330-986-6313 

Vice President/ Rescue Chair Kim Urman 909-222-3326 

Secretary/ Greeter Nicole Oceguera 909-935-6218 

Treasurer Camille Gelston 909-645-0975 

Board Member Rene Hernandez 909-875-3607 

Board Member/ Librarian Elias Aparicio 909-747-5874 

Board Member Tom Perez 951-205-5548 

Board Member Karen Roholt 951-897-2220 

Past President Phuc Huynh 909-910-9195 

Mini Show Chair/Judge Elias Aparicio 909-747-5874 

Email Gatescactusandsucculent@gmail.com 

Web https://gatescactusandsucculentsociety.com 
 

Gates Cactus and Succulent Society 2025 is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
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