
OPEN GATES - JULY, 2024

NEXT MEETING: FRIDAY JULY 12, 2024 - DOORS OPEN 6:00 PM

(Reminder: This is the FIRST meeting held on a Friday)

2024 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - Jeffrey Loew
Greetings Gates!

I hope you are all surviving and thriving in this hot hot summer. This season is definitely
bringing the heat. While our plant friends may be drought-tolerant, they are not
necessarily drought-loving. I’ve been increasing my nighttime watering, and even
adding a few shade cloths to make sure my plants are living their best lives and staying
beautiful. I’ve noticed that by ramping up the watering, I am getting some absolute
bangers of blooms. I hope your gardens are putting on a show for you as well!

Based on feedback from June, I am anticipating that we have a good turnout for this
month’s meeting as it is our first Friday evening session. As I didn’t receive any
confused calls earlier this month, I am presuming that we all remembered our new
meeting date.

This month’s speaker should look very familiar to you as he was originally slated for our
rain-canceled February meeting. Mich will be joining us from Arizona to discuss cacti
conservation efforts.

See you all Friday evening!

All my best,

Jeffrey Loew
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MONTHLY SPEAKER FOR JULY - MICHIEL PILLET

Biography: Michiel Pillet

Michiel (Mich) Pillet is the Program Officer for the IUCN Species Survival Commission
(SSC) Cactus and Succulent Plants Specialist Group hosted by the Desert Botanical
Garden in Phoenix, Arizona, a doctoral candidate in the Department of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology at The University of Arizona in Tucson, a member of the IUCN
SSC Succulent Plant Illegal Trade Task Force, a member of the Cactus and Succulent
Society of America Conservation Committee, and the Tucson Cactus and Succulent
Society CSSA affiliate representative. Dedicated to cactus conservation, he studies the
impact of climate change on cacti. He became interested in cacti as a teenager
growing up in Belgium, where he had a small cactus collection. When Michiel moved to
Tucson in 2016, things quickly got out of hand. In 2021, he opened a
conservation-focused cactus nursery, Prickly Prospects, which focuses on ethical
propagation of the most endangered species. He is involved in conservation projects
with several botanical gardens. He believes strongly in the importance of holistic
conservation management including both research in the field, as well as safeguarding
the future of cacti by cultivating them. While he tries to avoid picking favorites, he's
partial to columnar cacti, Brazilian species, and opuntiads.
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Program Description

"Cacti are one of the most endangered groups of organisms on the planet, besieged by
poaching, habitat destruction, and climate change. Properly conserving our prickly
friends in this changing world requires a paradigm shift in the way we view
conservation, as well as increased collaboration between stakeholders from all levels
of society."

July 2024 - MINI-SHOW

Get your cameras ready shutterbugs…. This month is all about

PHOTOGRAPHY for our Cactus and Succulent minishow!

*Remember: You must be up-to-date on your membership dues to be eligible to
compete in the monthly mini-show. See Karen or Jeff prior to submitting your plants to
ensure you are current on membership.
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ODDS AND ENDS
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2024 MINI SHOW OFFICIAL LIST
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UPCOMING EVENTS and VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer with Gates!
We are still looking for Gates members to assist with our kitchen and event planning.

Please see the sign-up sheet (or ask a Board member) how you can help!

2024 CACTUS AND SUCCULENT & EPIPHYLLUM

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

JULY 19-20 ORANGE COUNTY CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY SUMMER SALE

Fri. 12pm-6pm, Sat. 9am-4pm

Info. call 657-549-0702

1000 S. State College Bl.,(Anaheim United Methodist Church) Anaheim, CA

AUG. 2-4 INTER-CITY SHOW AND SALE - RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Fri Aug. 2 Sale only (no Show) 9am-6:30 pm; Sat & Sun Aug. 3-4 Show & Sale
9am-5pm

Info. www.intercityshow.com or call 805-264-6262

LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave., Arcadia, CA

AUG. 30-SEP. 1 MONTEREY BAY AREA CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SALE
AND SHOW

Fri. 3pm-6pm (members only); Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm

Info mbacsspresident@gmail.com or mbsucculent.org

ISTW Portuguese Hall, 124 Atkinson Lane, Watsonville, CA 95076
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AUG. 31 HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS SUCCULENT SYMPOSIUM

9am-3pm RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Info. Reservations- www.huntington.org, Symposium-call 626-405-3571

Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA

OCT. 6 LONG BEACH CACTUS CLUB ANNUAL AUCTION

1pm-3:30pm

Info. call 714-553-6914

Women’s Club of Bellflower, 9402 Oak St., Bellflower, CA

OCT. 13 CONEJO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SALE

9AM-4PM

Info. www.conejocss.com or conejocss@hotmail.com

558 N. Ventu Park Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91320

OCT. 26-27 PALOMAR CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SHOW AND SALE

San Diego Botanic Garden admission required

Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-3pm

Info. rwkopfstein@gmail.com

NOV. 1-3 HUNTINGTON FALL PLANT SALE - RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
FRI./SAT/.SUN.

10am-5pm

Info. Reservations- www.huntington.org, Sale call 626-405-3571

Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA
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GATES CSS CONTACT LIST - 2024
We welcome your comments, suggestions, or questions. You can reach out to any of the
following board members by phone or send an email to gatescactusandsucculent@gmail.com

President Jeff Loew 330-986-6313

Vice President/ Rescue Chair Kim Urman 909-222-3326

Secretary Nicole Oceguera 909-935-6218

Treasurer/Newsletter Karen Roholt 951-897-2220

Board Member Rene Hernandez 909-875-3607

Board Member/ Librarian Elias Aparicio 909-747-5874

Board Member Tom Perez 951-205-5548

Board Member OPEN N/A

Past President Phuc Huynh 909-910-9195

Mini Show Chair/Judge Barry Urman 909-328-0901

Greeter Judy Horne

Email Gatescactusandsucculent@gmail.com

Web https://gatescactusandsucculentsociety.com

Gates Cactus and Succulent Society 2024 is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
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