
GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY of the INLAND EMPIRE - Since 1959

OPEN GATES - September, 2023

***NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 - DOORS OPEN AT 6:15
PM***

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - PHUC HUYNH

Typically, the late summer season in Southern California usually sees a few warm, muggy
thunderstorms coming from the south and southeast. Some are monsoons. The hot, sticky,
humid air mass leaves us wanting for the return of the dryer, hot weather. Or do we?

Nowwe can add another story to the list of unusual weather patterns for this year. I’m
talking about a tropical stormwhich was a category four hurricane Hilary before it came
ripping through Southern California and stretching as far north as the bay area and Nevada.
Talking about going from a record-setting hot July to a two-day constant downpour of warm
tropical thunderstorms. Making this evenmore unusual is that it’s been 84 years since the
last hurricane-force storm visited California. I hope everyone is safe with no or minimal
weather-related problems.

Now that we have had enough water for our succulents, please, nobody waters your plant for
the next two to three weeks depending on howmuch soaking you received. So, while our
plants dry out, we can all prepare for the Cactus Cook-Off/Summer BBQ extravaganza. There
is still plenty of hot weather left until the fall. Concoct the special cactus dish that you have
been waiting to share with everyone. That time is now here; more specifically, it will be on
Saturday September 9 at Judy Horne’s home. The address is 12212 Overcrest Drive in
Yucaipa, CA 92399. Our BBQ potluck will start at 4 PM, but please come earlier to enjoy
Judy’s magnificent succulent garden that’s been in the making for decades. The club wil
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GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY of the INLAND EMPIRE - Since 1959

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - PHUC HUYNH - Continued

provide burgers, hot dogs, and drinks while everyone else please bring an appetizer or a
dessert. I hear that there will be some free plant giveaways.

In the tradition of learning the practicalities of gardening and specifically for succulent
plants, Ernesto Sandoval will be our guest speaker from Northern California. He will explain
and teach the raw and bare truth about how plants grow. His presentation is filled with facts
and humor that will leave you wondering what “makes my plant happy.” Here’s where you
can learn how tomaximize your plant growth with some basic plant biology lessons.

In memorial, Linda Walsh passed away the morning of August 8, 2023, due to a long battle
with somemedical complications. She is survived by her two sons, who have both
volunteered during our annual show and sale for the past several years. Linda was never shy
to admit that she was a novice succulent enthusiast but her unwavering support and
participation in so many club activities goes to show howmuch she has enjoyed our club and
other horticultural organizations. We will miss you, and our prayers and thoughts will be with
you Linda, and your family.

MONTHLY SPEAKER FOR AUGUST - ERNESTO SANDOVAL

Biography: Ernesto Sandoval has been wondering
and seeking questions and answers to why plants
grow and look the way that they do for nearly 40
years. Now he explains and interprets the world of
plants to a variety of ages and from amateur to
professional gardeners. He regularly lectures to a
variety of western Garden Clubs throughout the year
and particularly to Succulent Clubs throughout
California. Desert plants are his particular passion
within his general passion for plants. He describes
himself as a "Jose of All Plants, Master of None" and loves learning from the experiences of
others as well as his own. Ernesto thoroughly enjoys helping others, and gardeners in
particular, to understand why and how plants do what they do.

When he was about 13 he asked his dad why one tree was pruned a particular way and
another tree another way. His dad answered bluntly "because that's the way you do it.” Since
then he's been learning and teaching himself the answers to those andmany other questions
by getting a degree at UC Davis in Botany and working from student weeder/waterer to
Director/Manager over the last 30 years at the UC Davis Botanical Conservatory.
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GATES CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY of the INLAND EMPIRE - Since 1959

MONTHLY SPEAKER FOR AUGUST - ERNESTO SANDOVAL - Continued

He's long left the "mow blow and go" monoculture landscape gardening world and has
immersed himself in the world of horticultural biodiversity by growing several thousand
types of plants at the UC Davis Botanical Conservatory, many of them succulents! Several of
his favorite garden projects involved converting lawns and or water loving landscapes to
drought tolerant and diversity filled gardens! He likes to promote plant liberation by
encouraging gardeners of all sorts to growmore plants in the ground when possible. He loves
the technical language of Botany but prefers to relate information in more understandable
methods of communication! By helping people to understand the workings of plants he
hopes to help us better understand how to and why our plants do what they do and howwe
canmaximize their growth with less effort.

Presentation: Plant Hormones for Propagation and Pruning

Many years ago, Ernesto gave us a full lecture on plant hormones.
This time around he will revisit hormones for an important review,
but talk more about how they are involved in and used when
propagating and pruning plants as well as their role in seasonal
growth. (more photos and less diagrams!)

SEPTEMBERMINI-SHOW

Cactus: Epiphytic Cacti Succulent: Aizoaceae (No Lithops)

Epiphytic Cacti - Follow this link for examples of Epiphytic Cacti: EPIPHYTIC CACTI –
Tropiflora (Not an advertisement, just lots of pictures).

Aizoaceae - Click this link for examples of Aizoaceae: AIZOACEAE

Remember the entire year's Mini-Show plant list is ALWAYS available at
www.gatescactusandsucculentsociety.com.
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https://tropiflora.com/collections/epiphytic-cacti
https://tropiflora.com/collections/epiphytic-cacti
https://www.google.com/search?q=aizoaceae+plant+list&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwjrodurvoeBAxXEJEQIHQTYC_gQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=aizoaceae+plant+list&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQARgAMgQIIxAnUABYAGCzEGgAcAB4AIABNYgBNZIBATGYAQCqAQtnd3Mtd2l6LWltZ8ABAQ&sclient=img&ei=h9bwZKvCJcTJkPIPhLCvwA8&bih=889&biw=1388&rlz=1C1CHBF_enUS985US985
http://www.gatescactusandsucculentsociety.com
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CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY OF AMERICA (CSSA) - UPDATE

WHO THEY ARE: The CSSA was founded in 1929 in Los Angeles County, at Pasadena,
California and has grown to encompass over 80 affiliated clubs and thousands of members
worldwide. The primary purpose of the society is to enjoy succulent (water-storing) plants
through horticulture, travel and scientific discovery, with a particular concern for habitat
preservation and conservation issues in deserts worldwide.It is a non-profit tax-exempt
organization. Gates CSS is an affiliate of the CSSA and thus, supports the same objectives.

Recently, the CSSA received correspondence from a conservation group questioning the
conservation efforts by several CSSA members & affiliates (not GATES CSS). The following
correspondence was the CSSA response and we were asked by the CSSA to share this
information with you:

Any/all questions youmay have regarding this information will be answered by our
President, Phuc Huynh, at the September 6, 2023, meeting.
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ODDS AND ENDS
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UPCOMING EVENTS

SEP 2 HUNTINGTON BOTANICAL GARDENS SUCCULENT SYMPOSIUM
9am-3pm RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
Info. Reservations- www.huntington.org, Symposium-call 626-405-3571
Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA

OCT 1 LONG BEACH CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY ANNUAL AUCTION
1pm-3:30pm Info. call 714-553-6914
Women’s Club of Bellflower, 9402 Oak St., Bellflower, CA

OCT 10 CONEJO CACTUS AND SUCCULENT SOCIETY FALL SALE 9AM-4PM
558 N. Ventu Park Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91320
Info. www.conejocss.com or conejocss@hotmail.com

NOV 3-5 HUNTINGTON FALL PLANT SALE - RESERVATIONS REQUIRED SAT-SUN
10am-5pm Info. Reservations- www.huntington.org, Sale call 626-405-3571
Huntington Botanical Gardens, 1151 Oxford Rd., San Marino, CA

GATES CSS CONTACT LIST

Wewelcome your comments, suggestions or questions. You can reach out to any of the
following board members by phone or send an email to
gatescactusandsucculent@gmail.com

President Phuc Huynh 909 910 9195

Vice President John Reynolds 909 767 5606

Secretary/Librarian Barbara Croonquist 909 731 1587

Treasurer/Newsletter Jo Ann Crabtree 909 633 6934

Board Member/Rescue Chair Jeff Loew 330 986 6313

Board Member Rene Hernandez 909 875 3607

Board Member Kim Urman 909 222 3326

Board Member Ann Reynolds 909 987 5706

Mini Show Chair/Judge Barry Urman 909 328 0901

Greeter Judy Horne

Email Gatescactusandsucculent@gmail.com

Web https://gatescactusandsucculentsociety.com

©Gates Cactus and Succulent Society 2022 Gates CSS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
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